In many Western countries, including the Netherlands, disease management programs are increasingly being implemented to enhance quality and continuity of care for patients with chronic conditions. Fragmentary funding of these programs, however, hampered the establishment of long-term programs. In 2007, the Dutch minister of health therefore approved the introduction of a bundled-payment approach to stimulate the implementation of disease management. This was initially on an experimental basis for single-disease programs including programs for diabetes patients. In 2010, the bundled-payment concept was approved for nationwide implementation for diabetes, COPD and vascular risk management.
